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FINDING SHELTER IN THIS STORM

Each day brings us two things: examples of courage and
examples of cowardice. The stark distinction between
these is something of a gift, isn’t it? This isn’t a game of
three-card monte where you have to carefully watch the
sleight of hand by the dealer. We can easily tap the
winning card because the cards are pretty much all right-
side up. The courage card? Rachel Cohen, who resigned
from the law firm Skadden, Arps when it declined to resist
the White House’s Executive Order attacking another big
law firm, Paul Weiss. Princeton University president
Christopher Eisgruber who said, “I think all of us need to
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https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016V-IStnnnceE25U9b1NSTcEm7EVnd1skXz-A00uA_urOanWOF11EigoYYxsIDiTCqmOZNsEE94F4HDPAGWlPzOrrhKIYrgQXxGUfRRv0_JNqoMCE7bjt7_4ftPOdmNR0uAQ8Fh915DliejobYxNI2eanfwCRDfBV-7-lLqi-5SQzBnz7jgQffQ==&c=C43d_ZPNbbdK8ev_J59fjp1PfyDzQD-Rcj4xpjhTj7jAWfIz9mdAgA==&ch=KRSTCAZFDA1ujqMcHDrQTuV_1oggpbXcvE5mJh814rxBU2mehhoa7w==
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speak up for the fundamental principles that define our
universities and that define our missions…It’s in the
interest of the American people and a government that
wants to make America a world leader and to preserve our
eminence in scientific research.” Texas representative
Sylvia Garcia, who wrote, “Let’s be clear: The Department
of Education exists because states wouldn’t fund poor
schools, wouldn’t protect kids with disabilities, wouldn’t
follow civil rights law.” 

I won’t bother to list the daily examples of cowardice. We
know who they are. But what about you, and me, and our
many colleagues and comrades in this work? Who are we,
and what can we do? A favorite writer of mine is Barbara
Kingsolver, and I have found myself thinking of a line from
her novel “Animal Dreams.”  “Wars and elections are both
too big and too small to matter in the long run. The daily
work--that goes on, it adds up. It goes into the ground,
into the crops, into children’s bellies and their bright eyes.
Good things don’t get lost.”

So I think that’s our work. The daily work goes on, and
every day we each have an opportunity to be courageous
or cowardly. Courage has a cost--for sure. So does
cowardice. It would be great if those costs aligned neatly
with right and wrong, but that’s a game of three-card
monte where the cards are face down. So we do our best
and we trust the values deep within us (see last month’s
newsletter for that topic), and we do the daily work. I
recently had a conversation with someone who works in
this field, in the U.S., but is Irish by birth and current
residence. She said, “The work you’re doing is good work.
You just have to keep doing it and believe it will make a
difference, it will win out.” That is a message not meant
just for me, but for all of us in this Network, and in the
education profession. And echoed in her words, I heard
another line from Kingsolver’s novel:  “The very least you
can do in your life is to figure out what you hope for. And
the most you can do is live inside that hope. Not admire it
from a distance but live right in it, under its roof. What I
want is so simple I almost can’t say it: elementary
kindness.”

Always remember that you have colleagues out there who
know the quality and the challenges of your work, and who
will be alongside you when you act with courage and
kindness. Live under that roof for now, and let’s hope for
better weather soon.
--Lee
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BUILD A BRIDGE BY PRESENTING AT THE
2025 COLLEGE AUTISM SUMMIT

We are hard at work planning our ninth College Autism
Summit (Nov 2-5 in Pittsburgh), and this week begins our
favorite part of the planning (aside from picking out the
swag): Our Call for Proposals is now open! We seek
proposals for both general (60-minute) sessions and
posters. Please consider submitting a proposal on a topic
related to:

Innovative practices on campus
Pre-college preparation
Wellness and mental health
Advocacy for autism and neurodiversity
Workforce and post-college preparation and
transition
Creating neuroinclusive employment environments
Research and scholarship addressing autism and
neurodiversity in college settings and beyond

And if you have a program in mind that doesn’t fit neatly
into one of those categories, that’s totally fine. We are not
a neatly-fitting conference. We love questions, answers,
and the two-way journey between them.

Panels are great, single presenters are awesome, including
students is amazing. Our program reviewers look for
thoughtful, innovative, challenging content. If you’re
thoughtful, innovative and like a good challenge, we’re
looking at you. Never presented before? The Summit
audience is the most supportive audience in all the world,
so please take the risk to submit. 

The deadline for proposals is May 23. We hope to notify
proposers of acceptance around June 30. For more
information and to submit a proposal, please visit our
website.

The Summit is hosted by the College Autism Network with
support from our generous sponsors, including our
Presenting Partner, Landmark College.

https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016V-IStnnnceE25U9b1NSTcEm7EVnd1skXz-A00uA_urOanWOF11EikS3aYYaO8BV2LAIUgVZ-HIHby4IiXL59Wmwj2HOW8uqbfJbRClhHJdu2kqYg8g7f9qOckPJAbg1YuIB4Y0YDFfWwb9aoLT68LO58Z21Kvp760XO5xXIZ81J6DU8xSw-HokCk4FcAjng8PtbZUYy-AE1BP3qPvisYxG9MEs-qvd7&c=C43d_ZPNbbdK8ev_J59fjp1PfyDzQD-Rcj4xpjhTj7jAWfIz9mdAgA==&ch=KRSTCAZFDA1ujqMcHDrQTuV_1oggpbXcvE5mJh814rxBU2mehhoa7w==
https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016V-IStnnnceE25U9b1NSTcEm7EVnd1skXz-A00uA_urOanWOF11EikS3aYYaO8BV2LAIUgVZ-HIHby4IiXL59Wmwj2HOW8uqbfJbRClhHJdu2kqYg8g7f9qOckPJAbg1YuIB4Y0YDFfWwb9aoLT68LO58Z21Kvp760XO5xXIZ81J6DU8xSw-HokCk4FcAjng8PtbZUYy-AGcTEP5C4J20zcH0fiO9k2C&c=C43d_ZPNbbdK8ev_J59fjp1PfyDzQD-Rcj4xpjhTj7jAWfIz9mdAgA==&ch=KRSTCAZFDA1ujqMcHDrQTuV_1oggpbXcvE5mJh814rxBU2mehhoa7w==
https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016V-IStnnnceE25U9b1NSTcEm7EVnd1skXz-A00uA_urOanWOF11EikS3aYYaO8BV2LAIUgVZ-HIHby4IiXL59Wmwj2HOW8uqbfJbRClhHJdu2kqYg8g7f9qOckPJAbg1YuIB4Y0YDFfWwb9aoLT68LO58Z21Kvp760XO5xXIZ81J6DU8xSw-HokCk4FcAjng8PtbZUYy-AE9ims9ahgeQ-w5CMIHaH7h&c=C43d_ZPNbbdK8ev_J59fjp1PfyDzQD-Rcj4xpjhTj7jAWfIz9mdAgA==&ch=KRSTCAZFDA1ujqMcHDrQTuV_1oggpbXcvE5mJh814rxBU2mehhoa7w==
https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016V-IStnnnceE25U9b1NSTcEm7EVnd1skXz-A00uA_urOanWOF11Eig4nOYYYlAcqlKWr_sRnnmHvUGv5vo_nMTKhz44wZvzZIX-Jv2OZcganY1YbP20BAtxKhxr7WSmuWmFpbMu2qSrt0A54XSHozg==&c=C43d_ZPNbbdK8ev_J59fjp1PfyDzQD-Rcj4xpjhTj7jAWfIz9mdAgA==&ch=KRSTCAZFDA1ujqMcHDrQTuV_1oggpbXcvE5mJh814rxBU2mehhoa7w==
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CAN NAMES NEW BOARD MEMBERS

We are growing as an organization, and every good
organization needs a board. We’re happy to introduce you
to the inaugural members of CAN’s Board of Directors. You
can learn more about them on our website, but here’s the
short version:

Executive Committee:

Adam Lalor, Ph.D., Chair (Vice President, Neurodiversity
Research and Innovation at Landmark College)
Kelly Searsmith, Ph.D., Vice Chair (Technical Research
Writer and Doctoral Student, University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign)
Amanda Marino, MA, Secretary and Communications Chair
(Vice President of Client Services, Integrate Autism
Employment Advisors)
Mark J. Milligan, CAE, CPSP, Treasurer (Chief Financial
Officer, Academy of Managed Care Pharmacies)

Board Members:

Jane Thierfeld Brown, Ed.D. (Director, College Autism
Spectrum)
John Caldora, M.Ed. (Assistant Director for Accessibility,
Geisel School of Medicine, Dartmouth College)
Eric Endlich, Ph.D. (Educational Consultant, Top College
Consultants)
Alex Morris-Wood, Ed.D. (Head of School, Franklin
Academy)
Helen Rottier, Ph.D. (Program Coordinator, Disability
Cultural Center, University of Wisconsin Madison)
Keivan Stassun, Ph.D. (Director, Frist Center for Autism and
Innovation, Vanderbilt University)
Stephen J. Stunder, Ed.D. (Executive Director, Life Skills
Through Career Program, Neurodiversity Initiatives,
Chestnut Hill College)
John Szabo, Ed.D. (Senior Program Director SRE and Cloud

https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016V-IStnnnceE25U9b1NSTcEm7EVnd1skXz-A00uA_urOanWOF11EikS3aYYaO8BVC7Jc5JRQ90WYgzBF1kzj7qOTpyZBLBgfQqK0ZTrM-mON7PWZbREVUQdqeGsLIMu-lnoeDTkAnppnhXJF4ErrF2mVqRgyswY3bf8moZMmtrS1gkL45SH8yCaYrQGIinT41UveprxJigg=&c=C43d_ZPNbbdK8ev_J59fjp1PfyDzQD-Rcj4xpjhTj7jAWfIz9mdAgA==&ch=KRSTCAZFDA1ujqMcHDrQTuV_1oggpbXcvE5mJh814rxBU2mehhoa7w==
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Operations, WiPro)

Welcome to our new Board members, and thanks for
making the commitment to help CAN become the best
organization it can be.

NOMINATIONS FOR CAN AWARDS NOW
OPEN

We love to celebrate the heroes, scholars, practitioners
and programs among us. We give out our awards each year
at the Summit, and hope you’ll nominate a deserving
recipient of one of these awards:

Outstanding Autism Support Program

Given to a campus-based support program or
initiative that has demonstrated excellence in
implementation of evidence-guided practices. 

Outstanding Neurodiversity Workplace Initiative

Given to an employer who has established a
workplace initiative that recruits and supports
autistic and other neurodivergent employees and
encourages professional growth and advancement.

Brad E. Cox Outstanding Research on Autism in Higher
Education

Named for CAN’s founder, this award is given to an
individual (or research team) who has, in the
previous year, produced original scholarship
advancing research, policy, and/or practice in ways
that facilitate college success for autistic students.

To submit a nomination, please use this link to an easy-to-

https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016V-IStnnnceE25U9b1NSTcEm7EVnd1skXz-A00uA_urOanWOF11EikS3aYYaO8BViT6zqh4DdzQJuVE4eYreamzaldJkyIGVn0MgYkgBMsv317Du3UYa7LutV34MUG3O3FicbB3pI5oZUXPjvWDKfpp6ft-EZe0pdeyQosDo2LgedNY60FOC4h-yv4lIjKD8AYhyEkg9cmBUnwXUunj7j3AjzTgSXvvnN6E5F8FDfUir0Elfe5JlAfuWEVoIDJ-bldVqTT8l_JU=&c=C43d_ZPNbbdK8ev_J59fjp1PfyDzQD-Rcj4xpjhTj7jAWfIz9mdAgA==&ch=KRSTCAZFDA1ujqMcHDrQTuV_1oggpbXcvE5mJh814rxBU2mehhoa7w==
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fill out Google form. Supporting documents can be
attached there. Deadline for nominations is May 1.

SQUARE ONE: AN EXTENDED WORKSHOP
FOR NEW PROGRAMS COMING IN JUNE

Are you in the process of developing a new autism support
program? Or do you have a new program and want to
supercharge it with proven strategies? You’ll want to sign
up for Square One, a two-day (7-hour) virtual instructional
series for higher education professionals interested in
launching a campus program or initiative to support
autistic and other neurodivergent students. Our faculty
this year are Amy Rutherford of College Autism Spectrum
(former director of UT-Chattanooga’s Mosaic Program) and
Lorraine Wolf, former Director of Disability Services at
Boston University and co-author of “Students with
Asperger’s Syndrome: A Guide for College Personnel and
co-developer of “Strategic Education for the Autism
Spectrum,” a widely adopted support model for students
on the autism spectrum in higher education. Sessions will
be held June 11th from 12 pm to 5 pm ET and June 12th 12
pm to 2 pm ET. To register, please use this link. Register
soon. Space is limited.

UPCOMING CANVAS CALL TO DISCUSS ND
STUDENTS, WELL-BEING AND CAMPUS
SERVICES

https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016V-IStnnnceE25U9b1NSTcEm7EVnd1skXz-A00uA_urOanWOF11Eio4u3U8sCw7ApzshU6Xh4xJv3n6kEmvgakg8QjiSSqTLSKFXHXZg7eR8PjMtSB2uPVlUS0yDtWXCvkxSVf0tv8ELfeSzgc-X8Gh6B_62UEk_jenBi-Jm0KvMgfYUvN1w6DgzdyJ08ubeleV7Si_iG26Qo4tDx_qwsdjenxomHmvM6oHvqEt-Lr6-jX6mpPxmMkgyeCrSGVPJN6_C48kI2W9bjmv5pOT-ziXUoY99bFmo&c=C43d_ZPNbbdK8ev_J59fjp1PfyDzQD-Rcj4xpjhTj7jAWfIz9mdAgA==&ch=KRSTCAZFDA1ujqMcHDrQTuV_1oggpbXcvE5mJh814rxBU2mehhoa7w==
https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016V-IStnnnceE25U9b1NSTcEm7EVnd1skXz-A00uA_urOanWOF11EikS3aYYaO8BVh06ivg_XmQ0TTc57RYJmAe3zXeD2mrwhi9g8AeOxSerIvJSbgF2bJOdiIGkt6SON14I7_RRmXrn34BQU3EJqK9c8DBGjun7YYzpOJ5k47SpwvEm-_2Psq58-cOaAP1op_GYOyGQI5Iz0rPLh8RWH7A==&c=C43d_ZPNbbdK8ev_J59fjp1PfyDzQD-Rcj4xpjhTj7jAWfIz9mdAgA==&ch=KRSTCAZFDA1ujqMcHDrQTuV_1oggpbXcvE5mJh814rxBU2mehhoa7w==
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Join the CANVAS community for its monthly research
presentation on Tuesday, April 15 at 1 pm. Lauren
Mathews, M.S., CCC-SLP, Clinical Professor in the
Department of Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology
at the University of North Texas will present
“Neurodivergent Students’ Perceptions of Their Social-
Emotional Well-Being and Related University Support
Services” based on a qualitative pilot study.    

Meeting Agenda: Sign up to attend here!
Meeting Link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/5235660844?
omn=87437752652

OUR PROGRAM DATABASE MIGHT NEED
YOUR ATTENTION

https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016V-IStnnnceE25U9b1NSTcEm7EVnd1skXz-A00uA_urOanWOF11EikS3aYYaO8BVMq36iFPWwL_p2rhSurgyIm4R_CyNZoSHvWDuxOUvCfxxmDk5aBKice3z9kVIhsxHE4gFtVPi2i-cHYu-75aUknjx7gKbEe87U_0RcOWdH_gerDD8Es8Ry2ZNwEbqzL2XEq6AeSy50kRZT2SNDl79NvvmHPpMC-Spn8BKPngRCbio-VQqe7ZCy5GXin3j193p&c=C43d_ZPNbbdK8ev_J59fjp1PfyDzQD-Rcj4xpjhTj7jAWfIz9mdAgA==&ch=KRSTCAZFDA1ujqMcHDrQTuV_1oggpbXcvE5mJh814rxBU2mehhoa7w==
https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016V-IStnnnceE25U9b1NSTcEm7EVnd1skXz-A00uA_urOanWOF11EikS3aYYaO8BVKou29NzM_4eXGeIx-iM96rDPyDZ2jSl9r0VcZQRj18akrK_Ud7KiXIuZ0EUpYcm4lEoNbccuqW92tz3b5fBfwb-8PuFTRFQLBIXEzPGUw2d99JYh9ArBZRw4gK62oYgfFYjFdnCTYbA=&c=C43d_ZPNbbdK8ev_J59fjp1PfyDzQD-Rcj4xpjhTj7jAWfIz9mdAgA==&ch=KRSTCAZFDA1ujqMcHDrQTuV_1oggpbXcvE5mJh814rxBU2mehhoa7w==
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Are you one of the 150 autism support programs in our
Autism-Specific College Support Program database? This is
one of the most visited pages on our website. But the
information about your program is only as good as what
you provide. Don’t ignore emails from Katie McDermott
(katie@collegeautismnetwork.org)! She is trying to keep
the database up-to-date. Contact Katie to update links,
information and contacts. 

If you’re one of the programs listed that is not currently a
member of CAN, please consider joining. Though we do not
charge you to be in the database (unlike some sites), nor
do we charge anyone to view it (ditto), we would
appreciate your support of our work via an individual or
organizational membership. Visit our website to join.

VANDERBILT HOSTS SUMMER BOOTCAMP
FOR CODERS

The Frist Center for Autism and Innovation will once again
be hosting its Aspie Bootcamp: Python, a free, virtual,
summer coding camp. It’s a great way to become eligible
for future internships and jobs with employers who seek
candidates who can code. No experience is necessary! The
bootcamp will run from May 27th till August 1. For more
information and to apply, please visit the FCAI website.

INTERESTING STUFF FROM AROUND THE
INTERNET

mailto:katie@collegeautismnetwork.org
https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016V-IStnnnceE25U9b1NSTcEm7EVnd1skXz-A00uA_urOanWOF11EigoYYxsIDiTCMgP6hI2p9BlwvFe9tQUD8X6SDe4cB1Uq_YWzAO1wLDbAqqIK-GnMQP0yDCf-5qK0JyZtTpEf3Vb4iEZrHDRyVcw3_iZq8NACbW2707Ju2ZA=&c=C43d_ZPNbbdK8ev_J59fjp1PfyDzQD-Rcj4xpjhTj7jAWfIz9mdAgA==&ch=KRSTCAZFDA1ujqMcHDrQTuV_1oggpbXcvE5mJh814rxBU2mehhoa7w==
https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016V-IStnnnceE25U9b1NSTcEm7EVnd1skXz-A00uA_urOanWOF11EikS3aYYaO8BVPD61r21PfX2WDjycc2GivpktzFOGOdZgTJdogmybX007dFH-vveiXxB_fpu0jUO6TqU9Cfwum3DZHpZzq527DCN6K3OVRQqc2h2fovvC_Qtr9Ef_ExdsZy-21DkBfyfHAZSDgz1AYxOCkiXDM1DUzckE_hRHkzwpWEqNsTsmo6ioB1FIyJ_xsJRqQvkQk8u_apvfoWIktOY=&c=C43d_ZPNbbdK8ev_J59fjp1PfyDzQD-Rcj4xpjhTj7jAWfIz9mdAgA==&ch=KRSTCAZFDA1ujqMcHDrQTuV_1oggpbXcvE5mJh814rxBU2mehhoa7w==
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This is a great story about a professor at PennWest
University who learned he was autistic in 2020, and
reflects on how an earlier diagnosis might have helped his
teachers and others support his learning. 

In this op-ed, Frist Center for Autism and Innovation
director Keivan Stassun and board chair Jon Perlin make a
case for supporting neurodivergent talent, especially at a
time when some companies might back away from diversity
goals. They do a great job summarizing the types of
approaches to ND employment that companies have tried,
and run the numbers on the economic benefits we all
experience when talented candidates get jobs. It’s a great
example of local activism that takes a national view.

This newsletter is published monthly by the College Autism Network, an
independent 501(c)3 organization supporting the success of autistic
college students and the professionals who work with them. Want to
share an article? Feature an upcoming event? Post a job opportunity in
autism support services? Our monthly newsletter reaches over 3000 self-
advocates and professionals. Send it to Lee and we’ll share it.

Was someone nice enough to forward this newsletter to you? We’re happy

https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016V-IStnnnceE25U9b1NSTcEm7EVnd1skXz-A00uA_urOanWOF11EikS3aYYaO8BVJ-cR_u6ht1L3slbpPVHY49vDB9UXswIrhboz4BeT5QUOvtNG5dExCapdmeZOyu19c_RKVVo7EYcOtqzoNJvHCPMFdneUnFNjDVLRULbgXCaf-ByLjLVtsxtCLjhlOZEWm_avWMdbigatvMsRRKIiKd5PjpCT1mela6bn-2KsSv7VCSBoxmLUfBKE6geRBXJ3SHXRF6mAeIIY1FTvNot6ZkIf67w4Tiae0uMQsf6AoPjKUPVQwNUU_SuWCpRtdRm6C9H1fl4XCszu8USzRbR_d4z_gG4w6DjT&c=C43d_ZPNbbdK8ev_J59fjp1PfyDzQD-Rcj4xpjhTj7jAWfIz9mdAgA==&ch=KRSTCAZFDA1ujqMcHDrQTuV_1oggpbXcvE5mJh814rxBU2mehhoa7w==
https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016V-IStnnnceE25U9b1NSTcEm7EVnd1skXz-A00uA_urOanWOF11EikS3aYYaO8BVJ-cR_u6ht1L3slbpPVHY49vDB9UXswIrhboz4BeT5QUOvtNG5dExCapdmeZOyu19c_RKVVo7EYcOtqzoNJvHCPMFdneUnFNjDVLRULbgXCaf-ByLjLVtsxtCLjhlOZEWm_avWMdbigatvMsRRKIiKd5PjpCT1mela6bn-2KsSv7VCSBoxmLUfBKE6geRBXJ3SHXRF6mAeIIY1FTvNot6ZkIf67w4Tiae0uMQsf6AoPjKUPVQwNUU_SuWCpRtdRm6C9H1fl4XCswM1n6sm6Q8C5fowdm-ZQQz&c=C43d_ZPNbbdK8ev_J59fjp1PfyDzQD-Rcj4xpjhTj7jAWfIz9mdAgA==&ch=KRSTCAZFDA1ujqMcHDrQTuV_1oggpbXcvE5mJh814rxBU2mehhoa7w==
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to add you to our mailing list to receive it directly. Send us a note.  

If you appreciate our work, please consider joining CAN to receive
additional information and discounts on some of our resources and to
support our work. Individual and organizational memberships are
available. 

The College Autism Network is supported by the Frist Center for
Autism and Innovation at Vanderbilt University.

College Autism Network | 19 Ocean View Ave | Mystic, CT 06355 US
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