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HOT TOPICS IN AUTISM SERIES COMING
THIS SPRING

There are a lot of controversies, a lot of debate, a lot of
political and social chaos swirling around our work. CAN
members should be as up-to-date as possible, bringing to
our everyday work a thoughtful understanding of critical
topics. That is how we lead our campuses and
organizations through this difficult time. During 2026, the
College Autism Network will be offering several webinars
on critical issues in postsecondary autism practice. Please
stay tuned as we announce dates, topics and speakers, and
try to fit these into your busy schedules.
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We will offer these webinars for free to CAN members. If
you’re not currently a member, we have a big ask: please
renew your membership or join for the first time. We
offer inexpensive individual rates (discounted for students)
and very reasonable organization memberships that can
include two, five or up to ten colleagues FYI: We will have
a slight dues increase in April.

Your CAN dues helps us cover the cost of services and
resources like these webinars, consultations and online
databases. We know funds are in short supply these days
but hope you’ll be able to fit CAN into your budget. Thank
you!

The Autistic Voice From
America's Heartland

     

CAN TRANSITIONS TO A NEW MEMBERSHIP
SYSTEM

Speaking of which, one of our biggest expenses is the cost
of an association membership system. Our AMS includes our
website, where you find all of our resources, and our
membership data. The annual cost of a good platform (one
that is easy to use and serves members well) is upwards of
$10,000. In April, we will transition to NoviAMS, an
excellent membership system that will help us keep better
track of everyone, make it easier to register for events like
webinars and the Summit, and provide easy access to the
online resources you’ve come to expect. There may be a
few bumps in the road as we make this switch. Please be
patient! We’re learning it too.

THIS MONTH'S CANVAS CALL FOCUSES ON
COVID-19 EXPERIENCES

https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_7YXcSgZ6yT6WHAMj9ZnoKw6e2bJSKvUydC8XEc0NOofaq1ZatLZ9eemm-yqtltHLtBYzUi4Oa6fLj6HoWLakyp0bovUVl8v0da3t3JV3NROSzbgUHOt_MYGczT1EY1XsRPbg5Fwtq5dxCwvSAYj2ZgeEi0bG1Vla43dl4FItfF6cjxbxczgIg0J5iXV3-6e&c=739wOXGN7uUByqEKrmFUa6gLOWoG1DGTu-clmMtB2p2Zwxrvip8b4g==&ch=AjWpLlomshFUw80eEEwUtEBNGK9D9T7e94erQ1nL925xycVXXhMaTg==
https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_7YXcSgZ6yT6WHAMj9ZnoKw6e2bJSKvUydC8XEc0NOofaq1ZatLZ9YpB1MGNkAvi7Nh-5kancOpakWPNo-XxGeGfPnmJeXBK1YQw4FZ_SKboEImBcFJzr-WiQ6ZkjC0ZJ1ctihb3tAPG_0Elgc6CTKs1wdwnQPCGXco7XQG7SYo=&c=739wOXGN7uUByqEKrmFUa6gLOWoG1DGTu-clmMtB2p2Zwxrvip8b4g==&ch=AjWpLlomshFUw80eEEwUtEBNGK9D9T7e94erQ1nL925xycVXXhMaTg==
https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_7YXcSgZ6yT6WHAMj9ZnoKw6e2bJSKvUydC8XEc0NOofaq1ZatLZ9YpB1MGNkAvixT8NhX6pkxXsjeWk8b4XN7KX-iyW3HEW3Svkw20SfJ_tujcrP5XiUb1GkK95s6rAMcdq1-zaPtFD56p0amhkK1tqYDrAbzlB&c=739wOXGN7uUByqEKrmFUa6gLOWoG1DGTu-clmMtB2p2Zwxrvip8b4g==&ch=AjWpLlomshFUw80eEEwUtEBNGK9D9T7e94erQ1nL925xycVXXhMaTg==
https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_7YXcSgZ6yT6WHAMj9ZnoKw6e2bJSKvUydC8XEc0NOofaq1ZatLZ9YpB1MGNkAviJxgWGZFIEdcNuSyF0eDBEllAckov7tvsEicjfYUnjERAMTeX_5DyEGOErmYSe46TQ-ukK_gM34WDeMmDtBetojfEE0UnV8joXFKKNiOYNSgURFowXZNzqg==&c=739wOXGN7uUByqEKrmFUa6gLOWoG1DGTu-clmMtB2p2Zwxrvip8b4g==&ch=AjWpLlomshFUw80eEEwUtEBNGK9D9T7e94erQ1nL925xycVXXhMaTg==
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Join us on Thursday, March 19 at 12 pm ET for “Lessons
Learned from the COVID-19 Experiences of Autistic
University Students: Informing the Future of Higher
Education”

Meeting Agenda: Sign up to attend the presentation
here No need to register.
Meeting Link: https://pitt.zoom.us/j/93802222514
 
Presenters this month are Dr. Karen R. Johnson (Associate
Professor, University of North Texas) and Dr. Barbara Pazey
(Associate Professor, University of North Texas). 

What’s it about? “The COVID-19 pandemic dramatically
changed how universities delivered courses and support
services, creating challenges for autistic students who rely
heavily on structure and predictability. This presentation
shares findings from a qualitative narrative study of four
autistic university students, highlighting how changes in
access, communication, and support affected their
academic experiences. Practical recommendations are
offered for higher education administrators and disability
service providers to improve accessibility, maintain
consistent supports, and better meet the needs of autistic
and the broader neurodivergent student population as
learning environments continue to evolve.”

IN THE WORKS: THE TENTH COLLEGE
AUTISM SUMMIT

https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_7YXcSgZ6yT6WHAMj9ZnoKw6e2bJSKvUydC8XEc0NOofaq1ZatLZ9WkbJkaPerKa7SH8vYAf5fXXmCUPRPFu-Y0ZjP6S06FQ6cEkPrHur-eMVhmmG8AiayDYZTW6uEFUve2nx1Je1H2JLLO-I2K8D8XNPumSN91JPzeAxhlun9m7-LASfKBIJKU7u1jJDAU99l5TE_riNfhbb_XW-WRnUSHPQ8Gxxk3Sdd-IjwRLeCOTLZuJ0t23LCJDoV_nnvDX-NeazqsdKZM=&c=739wOXGN7uUByqEKrmFUa6gLOWoG1DGTu-clmMtB2p2Zwxrvip8b4g==&ch=AjWpLlomshFUw80eEEwUtEBNGK9D9T7e94erQ1nL925xycVXXhMaTg==
https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_7YXcSgZ6yT6WHAMj9ZnoKw6e2bJSKvUydC8XEc0NOofaq1ZatLZ9WkbJkaPerKa7SH8vYAf5fXXmCUPRPFu-Y0ZjP6S06FQ6cEkPrHur-eMVhmmG8AiayDYZTW6uEFUve2nx1Je1H2JLLO-I2K8D8XNPumSN91JPzeAxhlun9m7-LASfKBIJKU7u1jJDAU99l5TE_riNfhbb_XW-WRnUSHPQ8Gxxk3Sdd-IjwRLeCOTLZuJ0t23LA-LzJUe94Fn6k5kr0qic6E=&c=739wOXGN7uUByqEKrmFUa6gLOWoG1DGTu-clmMtB2p2Zwxrvip8b4g==&ch=AjWpLlomshFUw80eEEwUtEBNGK9D9T7e94erQ1nL925xycVXXhMaTg==
https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_7YXcSgZ6yT6WHAMj9ZnoKw6e2bJSKvUydC8XEc0NOofaq1ZatLZ9WkbJkaPerKaFvM9tDVpR4Pt5WE39iz3qI1yib7FFgY_lXDPddM931XBH1zJn_K6LPfyQIUcwDDYxizp3X5uFOu9DeOeWGp2vR6yrzgdEtmLNDxI6zm_I4s=&c=739wOXGN7uUByqEKrmFUa6gLOWoG1DGTu-clmMtB2p2Zwxrvip8b4g==&ch=AjWpLlomshFUw80eEEwUtEBNGK9D9T7e94erQ1nL925xycVXXhMaTg==
https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_7YXcSgZ6yT6WHAMj9ZnoKw6e2bJSKvUydC8XEc0NOofaq1ZatLZ9WkbJkaPerKaFvM9tDVpR4Pt5WE39iz3qI1yib7FFgY_lXDPddM931XBH1zJn_K6LPfyQIUcwDDYxizp3X5uFOu9DeOeWGp2vR6yrzgdEtmLpV62rOyUsl4=&c=739wOXGN7uUByqEKrmFUa6gLOWoG1DGTu-clmMtB2p2Zwxrvip8b4g==&ch=AjWpLlomshFUw80eEEwUtEBNGK9D9T7e94erQ1nL925xycVXXhMaTg==
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They call Baltimore “Charm City,” but that’s probably not
what Maryland’s famous blue crabs call it. They probably
call it “Place with People Armed with Wooden Mallets.”
You’ll want to see (and eat) for yourself. We’ll be opening
both registration and the Call for Proposals in early April,
and will announce it here in the April newsletter. For now,
your to-do list should include two items: One, mark your
calendar for November 8-11 in Baltimore, and two, start
thinking of topics for your proposal.

This year our schedule will allow for both 30-minute and
50-minute sessions as well as paired sessions. We’ll be
looking for innovative ideas, strategy and discussion
sessions, and research presentations (both posters and
breakout sessions).  

NEW OPEN-ACCESS ARTICLE ON
CONTRIBUTING FACTORS TO AUTISTIC
STUDENT SUCCESS

The PEACES research team, led by Dr. Bradley E. Cox
(CAN's founder) and Dr. Brett Ranon Nachman (CAN's
Director of Research), has a new open-access journal
article just published in The Review of Higher Education. It
draws on 930 surveys from students across around 400
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postsecondary education institutions in the United States.
Based on the first two years of the longitudinal study, this
paper focuses on the contributing factors that support
autistic college students' success. Read more here.

ABLEVU INTRODUCES A NEW AI BOT TO
HELP PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES NAVIGATE

“Ask. Find. Go. Meet AbleBot™” This invitation is from
AbleVu, introducing its new AI chatbot, AbleBot. If you’re
planning a trip or local spots, AbleBot gives you instant
answers about accessibility. Among its many areas of focus
(wheelchair accessibility, for example), AbleBot can
identify low-sensory spaces and activities. Like all AI bots,
AbleBot will get better the more it is used, so give it a try.
You can find it at AbleVu.com. AbleVu was started by CAN
supporter Meegan Winters who has worked with autistic
individuals for 20 years. We’re excited to see how AI can
improve life for neurodivergent people.  

NEURO-AFFIRMING SUICIDE PREVENTION
TOOLKIT NOW AVAILABLE

One in three Autistic people experience suicidal thoughts,
and Autistic people are significantly more likely to die by

https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_7YXcSgZ6yT6WHAMj9ZnoKw6e2bJSKvUydC8XEc0NOofaq1ZatLZ9WkbJkaPerKaM_zX8_1rPNdKMIV1IpQ82-MlVPqzkaXAGdOY3Sy9xIkGsIbpfsuW9GoCki2_LdnGwouBI8c4bkQ2s1i3YFs_F_H97ifr659kp1UVfFtijm6y0P_ebOEW82vacy1tZMxJyk9g-l6pxwA=&c=739wOXGN7uUByqEKrmFUa6gLOWoG1DGTu-clmMtB2p2Zwxrvip8b4g==&ch=AjWpLlomshFUw80eEEwUtEBNGK9D9T7e94erQ1nL925xycVXXhMaTg==
https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_7YXcSgZ6yT6WHAMj9ZnoKw6e2bJSKvUydC8XEc0NOofaq1ZatLZ9WkbJkaPerKaM_zX8_1rPNdKMIV1IpQ82-MlVPqzkaXAGdOY3Sy9xIkGsIbpfsuW9GoCki2_LdnGwouBI8c4bkQ2s1i3YFs_F_H97ifr659kp1UVfFtijm6y0P_ebOEW8yhuSGHQuAu-ZYxhTDf-3W8=&c=739wOXGN7uUByqEKrmFUa6gLOWoG1DGTu-clmMtB2p2Zwxrvip8b4g==&ch=AjWpLlomshFUw80eEEwUtEBNGK9D9T7e94erQ1nL925xycVXXhMaTg==
https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_7YXcSgZ6yT6WHAMj9ZnoKw6e2bJSKvUydC8XEc0NOofaq1ZatLZ9WkbJkaPerKaspd5eIZMPBYDB992bEYyJB2hSSXiIas8N375pNTDuw5weEeVJpPQmVR6xod0cgqcCjxYW6ESoeP19l8YSyDwsg==&c=739wOXGN7uUByqEKrmFUa6gLOWoG1DGTu-clmMtB2p2Zwxrvip8b4g==&ch=AjWpLlomshFUw80eEEwUtEBNGK9D9T7e94erQ1nL925xycVXXhMaTg==
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suicide than the general population - among the highest
rate of any priority group. Dr Claire Brown, Post-Doctoral
Research Fellow at La Trobe’s Olga Tennison Autism
Research Centre, who led the project to develop the
Suicide Prevention for Autism Neuro-affirming Toolkit,
said Autistic adults in distress were often overlooked in
healthcare settings.

“Autistic adults often face unrecognised mental health
pressures and barriers to accessing timely and effective,
autism-informed care,” Dr Brown said. The toolkit includes
educational and training videos, easy-to-read fact sheets,
autism-adapted suicide screening and assessment
instruments and safety plans. Training takes around two
hours and screening a patient can take as little as 10
minutes.

MENTAL HEALTH STUDIES IN THE UK OFFER
SOBERING REALITY

The mental health and well-being of autistic individuals is
always top of mind for CAN members. This article from the
journal NPJ: Mental Health describes a review of 37 studies
in seven countries that looked at interventions and
strategies aimed at improving the mental health and well-
being of neurodivergent college students. Their
conclusion: “The narrative synthesis demonstrates little
evidence of strength-based approaches and found that
neurodivergent students were rarely involved in designing
the interventions.” (Cue that WHAH-whah trombone sound,
because this is pretty discouraging).  

THE AUTISTIC VOICE FROM AMERICA'S
HEARTLAND

https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_7YXcSgZ6yT6WHAMj9ZnoKw6e2bJSKvUydC8XEc0NOofaq1ZatLZ9WkbJkaPerKaEXgLkMbGGLOulOxPeGyKQboJl6OwZxT18JlZvsanpw8b_EhftiXk0aeFTeceJayOgF_YTjeTbh3iUtLL-nCWjmjglG9DrYCl&c=739wOXGN7uUByqEKrmFUa6gLOWoG1DGTu-clmMtB2p2Zwxrvip8b4g==&ch=AjWpLlomshFUw80eEEwUtEBNGK9D9T7e94erQ1nL925xycVXXhMaTg==
https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_7YXcSgZ6yT6WHAMj9ZnoKw6e2bJSKvUydC8XEc0NOofaq1ZatLZ9WkbJkaPerKaau7M2ULwqfIPposACAm-M7q37xSoEJkhUKpplKvxdLlaoc6QktKbwbD_mcqagmkMgPz5hpWznY3LZKUZA0_1qBAd9gQzHf6A&c=739wOXGN7uUByqEKrmFUa6gLOWoG1DGTu-clmMtB2p2Zwxrvip8b4g==&ch=AjWpLlomshFUw80eEEwUtEBNGK9D9T7e94erQ1nL925xycVXXhMaTg==
https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_7YXcSgZ6yT6WHAMj9ZnoKw6e2bJSKvUydC8XEc0NOofaq1ZatLZ9WkbJkaPerKapztpzE-dhTH2j0kF1f9vI_4E_7KmA5GVKvAE6uBGk2Cfu1kozCtMLOhaMdkG-smpT06urZ7nuMS1M-krRkuarcKmd2Szw9yBwD-3pRE3J5KOcJP3RbtNEFjpsuZ5TKr8&c=739wOXGN7uUByqEKrmFUa6gLOWoG1DGTu-clmMtB2p2Zwxrvip8b4g==&ch=AjWpLlomshFUw80eEEwUtEBNGK9D9T7e94erQ1nL925xycVXXhMaTg==
https://elnqprfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_7YXcSgZ6yT6WHAMj9ZnoKw6e2bJSKvUydC8XEc0NOofaq1ZatLZ9WkbJkaPerKapztpzE-dhTH2j0kF1f9vI_4E_7KmA5GVKvAE6uBGk2Cfu1kozCtMLOhaMdkG-smpT06urZ7nuMS1M-krRkuarcKmd2Szw9yBwD-3pRE3J5KOcJP3RbtNEK1RmGgfrwwD&c=739wOXGN7uUByqEKrmFUa6gLOWoG1DGTu-clmMtB2p2Zwxrvip8b4g==&ch=AjWpLlomshFUw80eEEwUtEBNGK9D9T7e94erQ1nL925xycVXXhMaTg==
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On a happier note, and darn it, we are going to end on a
happy note, we really love to read first-person narratives
written by autistic people whose day-to-day experiences
have so much to teach us. Nolan Adler is the co-sports
editor of his student newspaper at UW-Oshkosh, and this is
a great description of his day-to-day life and the
challenges he faces as an autistic student. His concluding
thought? “My main message with this is believe me, I know
what it feels like when you feel like you’re alone. But trust
me you are not alone, there are people out there who do
care about you.” Words to live by, Nolan, especially for the
network of professionals reading this newsletter. 

This newsletter is published monthly by the College Autism Network, an
independent 501(c)3 organization supporting the success of autistic
college students and the professionals who work with them. Want to
share an article? Feature an upcoming event? Post a job opportunity in
autism support services? Our monthly newsletter reaches over 3000 self-
advocates and professionals. Send it to Lee and we’ll share it.

Was someone nice enough to forward this newsletter to you? We’re happy
to add you to our mailing list to receive it directly. Send us a note.  

If you appreciate our work, please consider joining CAN to receive
additional information and discounts on some of our resources and to
support our work. Individual and organizational memberships are
available. 

The College Autism Network is supported by the Frist Center for
Autism and Innovation at Vanderbilt University.

College Autism Network | 19 Ocean View Ave | Mystic, CT 06355 US
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